
ATTACHMENT #1

LETTER TO GROWER

TO:         Growers
FROM:    County Name
SUJECT: METHYL BROMIDE FIELD FUMIGATIONS

THESE ARE THE MAJOR CHANGES THAT YOU WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR:

1.   Neighbor notification at least 7 days before the Notice of Intent is submitted.
2.   Submission of the Worksite plan to the Commissioner.
3.   Neighbor notification at least 48 hours before the application, for those who
     request it.

THESE ARE THE STEPS TO TAKE TO COMPLY WITH THE NEW REQUIREMENTS:

STEP 1  Read the information in this methyl bromide packet before doing
              anything else.

STEP 2  Determine the area for initial notification.   The properties that need
               initial notification are those within 300 feet of the outer buffer zone.
               This means that you will need to contact the company that will be doing
               the fumigation and have the advisor calculate the outer buffer zone for
               the largest block that will be fumigated.  Add 300 feet to this number to
               determine the notification area.  MAKE SURE THAT THIS AREA IS BIG
               ENOUGH, BECAUSE FAILURE TO NOTIFY SOMEONE WILL
               DELAY THE APPLICATION FOR 7 DAYS.  There is an area on the
               worksite plan to help you figure this distance.  An alternative to this is
               to use a very large number, and possibly notify more people than will
               eventually require notification.

STEP 3  Determine which properties are within the initial notification area.
               Determine which properties are within the area requiring initial
               notification.  If any part of a property which contains a residence or
               similar site is within the area requiring notification, the operator of this
               property must be notified, even if the actual residence is far outside the
               area. Number each of the properties which will require notification.  If
               there is no residence, school, hospital, convalescent home, onsite
               employee housing, or similar site on the property, notification is not
               required.

STEP 4  Notify the properties in the initial notification area.  Notifications should
               be on the notification form provided by the County Agricultural



               Commissioner’s office. Notifications can be made by mail, in person, or
              by placing the notification on the door using a door hanger.  Putting the
              notice in the mailbox is not legal, however.  Notify a property with
              multiple residents, such as an apartment house or trailer park, by
              notifying the manager.  Notify the operators of these properties and fill
              out the notification log as the notifications are made.  The initial
              notifications should be done very soon.

STEP 5  Fill out the worksite plan.  Worksite plans must be on the form provided
               by the County Agricultural Commissioner’s office. The entire site can be
               submitted on one worksite plan.  It is not necessary to know how the
               field will eventually be divided for the fumigation.  The forms to be
               signed for permission to use an adjoining property as part of the buffer
               are not required to be submitted with the worksite plan, these can be
               submitted later with the Notice of Intent.

STEP 6  Call the  County Commissioner’s office and make an appointment
               to submit the worksite plan as soon as possible.  The worksite plan must
               be evaluated by an inspector and the permit amended to include the
               worksite plan as part of the permit.  The Commissioner’s office will not
               be able do this for all the growers who plan to fumigate if appointments
               are not required.  The earlier it is submitted, the less chance there is that
               the application will be delayed because the notification or worksite plan
               was incomplete, or an inspector was unavailable.


